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1. Course outline

· Use the following table to organize the topics to be taught in the course. If you need to include topics that cover other requirements you have to teach (for example, national syllabus), make sure that you do so in an integrated way, but also differentiate them using italics. Add as many rows as you need.
· This document should not be a day-by-day accounting of each unit. It is an outline showing how you will distribute the topics and the time to ensure that students are prepared to comply with the requirements of the subject
· This outline should show how you will develop the teaching of the subject. It should reflect the individual nature of the course in your classroom and should not just be a “copy and paste” from the subject guide.

· If you will teach both higher and standard level, make sure that this is clearly identified in your outline.
	
	Topic/unit

(as identified in the 
IB subject guide)

State the topics/units in the order you are planning to teach
	Contents
	Allocated time
	Assessment

Instruments to be used
	Resources

List the main resources to be used, including information technology if applicable.

	
	
	
	One

Class

In one 

Week
	   180
   OR
    3

    1
	Minutes
Hours

Class
	
	

	Year 1
	Introduction to TOK

During the introduction to the course, students examine different representations of knowledge, how it is gained, lost, passed on, or changed. Students begin to formulate their own definitions of knowledge issues, metacognition, metaphysics, and epistemologies.


	-Why is it important to examine how we know things?

-What major themes and ideas contribute to knowledge?

-What influences change in knowledge? 

-How does knowledge change or remain the same?

-What is truth?
-How is knowledge reflected in truth?


	1 week
	3
	Hours
	Each Semester

-TOK Journal

-Socratic Seminars
-Quick writes, short answer and essay writings
-Presentations

-Projects
	ALL UNITS

-Selected pages from: 

-Dombrowski, Eileen. IB Theory of Knowledge Course Companion. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. Print. 

-Van De Lagemaat, Richard. Theory of Knowledge for the IB Diploma. 2nd. Cabridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2005. Print. 

Specific pagination found on day-by-day scope and sequence 

-Additional supplementary fiction and nonfiction texts, prose/poetry, essays, articles, film clips, discussion topics, and journal prompts. Also, materials from courses in the IB diploma program will be utilized at appropriate intervals.  Below are a few:
-Each unit will come with an additional (optional) reading list.

-wi-phi.com/videos/introduction-to-theory-of-knowledge/

youtube.com/watch?v=kXhJ3hHK9hQ

youtube.com/watch?v=IV8YsyghbU

-manywaystoseetheworld.org/
theguardian.com/world/2014/apr/02/google-maps-gets-africa-wrong

youtube.com/watch?v=PeBisBQblFM

	
	Knowledge & Knowers (K&K)
Scope

This unit flows from the introduction fluidly as students begin to examine their own roles as “knowers‟ in the different ways and areas of knowledge. This part of the course asks the students to self-reflect on how they personally relate to knowledge and how they perceive other “knowers‟ relating to the same kinds of knowledge.  Finally, students will look at collective knowledge and how it serves a function in the areas of knowing.


	-How is knowledge gained? 

-Do we construct reality or do we recognize it? 

-What role does personal experience play in the formulation of knowledge claims?
-What is shared knowledge? 

-Is their one source of knowledge more reliable than others?

-What are the differences between information, data, belief, faith, opinion, knowledge and wisdom?


	1 week
	3
	Hours
	
	

	
	Perspective
In this unit we will consider the elements of culture, language, customs/traditions, and social organization, and explore if students feel that some “enrich” and some “entrap”.
	-What affects someone’s perspective about knowledge?  

-Where they are coming from?  

-What is the role of cultural, historical, personal context in knowledge (tradition, religious beliefs, country or origin) 

-How am I influenced?  

-What shaped my perspective?


	2 week
	6
	Hours
	-Project:  Allegory of the Cave which culminates in students creating videos of a modern version.
	-yourbias.is  



	
	Methods & Tools
We’ll learn about the five senses, and the other ones we have too.  Students will analyse a time when their senses led them astray.

Inductive & deductive learning, including syllogisms and fallacies.
Fake News and information literacy
	-What do we rely upon to gain knowledge?
-How reliable are these tools?
-What responsibility do those in positions of power have to inform the public?  
	2 weeks
	6


	Hours
	-Project:  Students create short commercial using several fallacies
	

	
	Ethics
Students research and reflect about where they believe their values come from.

Absolutism vs. relativism

	
	2 weeks
	6
	Hours


	-Project:  Confederate monuments and their place in history.
	

	
	Exhibition on K&K
Students consider the 35 IA Prompts and the exhibition requirements to create an exhibition with a title clearly indicating the selected IA prompt, three images and typed commentary on each object.

	-How does TOK manifests in the world around us?
-what questions might you have to gain advice and information from either your teacher or other students?

-What can I learn from analysing exhibition exemplars and rubrics?
	3 weeks
	18
	Hours
	-Project:  Exhibition

	

	
	Knowledge & Technology

Explore ways that technology can shape knowledge creation, sharing and exchange.  Explore how online or virtual communities are similar to/different from “traditional” communities.  Explore how technology can both reduce and exacerbate unequal access to knowledge.  Explore how technology can reinforce our existing perspectives or facilitate engagement with other perspectives.


	--how are online or virtual communities similar to/different from “traditional” communities?

-Do social netwerks reinforce our existing perspective rather than boosting our engagement with diverse perspectives?

-Can algorithms be biased?

-How might technology exacerbate or mitigate unequal access to knowledge?


	4 weeks
	24
	Hours
	-Project:  Exhibition
	ted.com/talks/jennifer_golbeck_your_social_media_likes_expose_more_than_you_think  

· vimeo.com/128276232  

· The Good Project, Harvard Graduate School of Education (Project Zero) thegoodproject.org/overview-1  

· drive.google.com/file/d/0BzZGEfOtEWqPcGUzcFd2RzRjYTQ/view  
· ted.com/talks/eli_pariser_beware_online_filter_bubbles?language=en  

· JAMES, C. 2016. Disconnected: Youth, New Media, and the Ethics Gap. Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA. The MIT Press  



	
	Knowledge & Language

Students considers the role language plays in our lives and the influence it has on thought & behaviour and language is used as a tool to share knowledge with others.  

	-how does knowledge and language manifest itself in the world around us?

-If a language dies, does knowledge die with it?

-TWE do the names and labels that we use help or hinder the acquisition of knowledge?

-Does ethical language differ in any significant way from other types of language?  

	4 weeks
	24
	Hours
	-Project:  Exhibition
	*science.sciencemag.org/content/366/6461/13

*youtube.com/watch?v=3-son3EJTrU

*nature.com/articles/s41598-018-37654-9

*nytimes.com/2010/08/29/magazine/29language-t.html?pagewanted=1&_r+5  

*bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos/do-we-think-differently-on-different-languages/p07ry35k

*linguisticsociey.org/resource/language-and-thought

*theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/sep/06/herded-language-metaphor-war
*ted.com/talks/susan_savage_rumbaugh_on_apes_that_write

*theguardian.com/Australia-news/ng-interactive/2016/sep/30/the-survival-of-australias-endangered-languages-an-audio-photo-essay

	
	Practicing the 

TOK ESSAY

	Practicing the TOK Essay:  complete a practice TOK essay with additional teacher support


	1 weeks
	3
	Hours
	TOK Essays

Rubric

TOK Journal


	-theoryofknowledge.net The Essay method 

-onedrive.live.com/?cid =68b330203d08bd7f&id=68B3 30203D08BD7F%21902&ithint =video,m4v&authkey=!ANJhi MLBrx4tD34 

-toktrump.wordpress.com/2015/05/14/6-is- explanationa-prerequisite-for- predictionexplore-this- question-in-relationto-two- areas-of-knowledge-fullanswer/

	Year 2
	

	
	Areas of Knowledge: Natural Sciences are recognised as a model for knowledge owing to such factors as capacity to explain and make precise predictions. Scientific knowledge and progress has provided success in many areas. Questions about scientific methodologies raise many knowledge issues..
	What is science and what is not science? What is the history of science? Is science a body of knowledge? Is there a scientific method? Is scientific discovery entirely logical, or does the process include irrational
 elements?
	2 weeks
	6
	Hours
	Short essay Formative assessment 
Group 
discussions


	-What is this thing we call science? Here's one definition:  theguardian.com/scie nce/blog/2009/mar/03/sciencedefinition-council-francis-bacon 

-Science and serendipity: famous accidental discoveries: newhumanist.org.uk/article s/4852/science-and-serendipityfamous-accidental-discoveries 

-This new study may explain why peer review in science often fails:  vox.com/science-andhealth/2016/11/23/13713324/whypeer-review-in-science-often-fails

-Dombrowski, Eileen. IB Theory of Knowledge Course Companion. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. Print.


	
	Areas of knowledge: Human Sciences It is often said that human behavior is unpredictable. Can it be studied scientifically?


	Causation versus correlation Experiments in NS versus experiments in HS Loaded questions, the observer effect, making predictions. The Verstehen position Ethical considerations in HS Reasoning and Language in HS


	2 weeks
	6


	Hours
	Short essay Formative assessment 
Group 
discussions


	-Me and Others - experiments in the USSR: youtube.com/wa tch?v=SsWZF_LM0t0#t=665 ---

-correlation versus causation:  youtube. com/watch?v=BTgXU7rdW4 E 
khanacademy.org/math/probability/statisticalstudies/typesofstudies/v/correlation-andcausality 
-Free will versus determinism:  youtube.com/wa tch?v=vCGtkDzELAI •http://wattsupwiththat.com/2 014/05/20/hard-vs-the-softsciences/ human versus natural

Dombrowski, Eileen. IB Theory of Knowledge Course Companion. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. Print.



	
	Practicing the 

TOK ESSAY

	Practicing the TOK Essay:  complete a practice TOK essay with additional teacher support


	1 weeks
	3
	Hours
	TOK Essays

Rubric

TOK Journal


	-theoryofknowledge.net The Essay method 

-onedrive.live.com/?cid =68b330203d08bd7f&id=68B3 30203D08BD7F%21902&ithint =video,m4v&authkey=!ANJhi MLBrx4tD34 

-toktrump.wordpress.com/2015/05/14/6-is- explanationa-prerequisite-for- predictionexplore-this- question-in-relationto-two- areas-of-knowledge-fullanswer/



	
	Areas of knowledge: History Many of the judgments are historical in nature although knowers cannot observe the past. Is history the set of events or unpredictable actions of people?


	Why study history? How can the past be known? How does the ways in which history is recorded influence our understanding of it? Is history recorded or created? Should a moral perspective be included in the teaching of history?


	2 weeks
	6
	Hours
	Short essay Formative assessment 
Group 
discussions


	-io9.com/yes-history- canreally-become-a-science1259341219

 -ehkern.com/2013/06/ 20/historical-truth-vs- historicalvalidity/ historical methodology 

-saylor.org/course s/hist104/ •History as interpretation http://portal.n orwalkps.org/schools/bmhs/ss /APECE%20Supplementals/Wh atIsHistory.pdf 

-how biased are history books http://www.toktalk.net/2008/ 12/02/how-biased-are-historybooks-are-they/ 

-Who Should Decide How Students Learn About America’s Past? 

-theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/ 02/who-should-decide-howstudents-learn-about americaspast/385928/?mc_cid=c0c97c 8df8&mc_eid=1abeea78d4 

-Patterns in History https://bigthink.com/videos/ti mothysnyder-political- outrage-why-allsides-get-it- wrong-about-the-arcof- history?utm_source=Free+TOK +newsletter+subscribers&utm _campaign=d28be8d84cEMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_01_ 06_COPY_01&utm_medium=e mail&utm_term=0_7940a745e 5- d28be8d84c82792997&mc_cid=d28be8d8 4c&mc_eid=1abeea78d4

Dombrowski, Eileen. IB Theory of Knowledge Course Companion. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. Print.



	
	Areas of Knowledge:  Art The arts and the knowledge framework Emotions and imagination versus reason in the art Science


	What is the purpose of Art? To what extent do we need art technique or art history training in order to appreciate an artwork? Can art give us knowledge? What does the development of art tell us about the way we perceive the world? How can the subjective viewpoint of an individual contribute to knowledge in the arts?
	2 weeks
	6
	Hours
	Short essay Formative assessment 
Group 
discussions


	-How Can Art Shape Social Change?:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FCihq5n-hE
-A Darwinian Theory of Beauty:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PktUzdnBqWI
-Aesthetics & the Philosophy of Art:  http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/aesthetics-and-philosophy-art-lectures
-The Neuroscience of Mathematical Beauty:  https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/beautiful-minds/the-neuroscience-of-mathematical-beauty/

Dombrowski, Eileen. IB Theory of Knowledge Course Companion. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. Print.



	
	TOK Essay Prompts & Writing the TOK Essay
	Finalizing the TOK Essay


	1 Week
	3
	Hours
	
	-theoryofknowledge.net The Essay method 

-onedrive.live.com/?cid =68b330203d08bd7f&id=68B3 30203D08BD7F%21902&ithint =video,m4v&authkey=!ANJhi MLBrx4tD34 

-toktrump.wordpress.com/2015/05/14/6-is- explanationa-prerequisite-for- predictionexplore-this- question-in-relationto-two- areas-of-knowledge-fullanswer/




2. Links with Diploma Programme teachers 
As the TOK guide indicates, it is an IB requirement that all Diploma Programme teachers are familiar with TOK as they have to make connections with TOK questions in their own courses. They can also suggest some theoretical concerns that could be taken further in the TOK classroom. Within this context, how do you plan to work with your colleagues to ensure that TOK becomes a real link among all of them? 
	DP teachers will meet at the start of each year to review TOK concepts and to brainstorm text connections and then meet quarterly throughout the year (during teacher conference time) to further plan and to reflect upon TOK in the classroom. The units described above are intended to support other DP subjects. Possible TOK concepts are as follows:  “Reliability of Sources” will support the Language and Literature as well as the history and language acquisition courses, drawing from all three subjects. “Ethical Theories” work well with history but also will require students to discuss subject‐specific ethical dilemmas with their other instructors. “Scientific Revolutions and Paradigm Shifts” will work with the instructors of biology and physics. The closing unit will require collaboration with the arts department. In addition, the TOK instructor will work with teachers to ensure that they are making appropriate connections to TOK as specified in their subject guides. 



3. IB internal assessment requirement to be completed during the course
Briefly explain how and when you will work on it. Include the date when you will first introduce the internal assessment requirement, when the internal assessment requirement will be due and how students will be prepared to do it.

	 TOK EXHIBITION Year 1 

*  August - Basic requirements in the course syllabus and during class for the TOK Exhibition are outlined and examples are given. 

*  October - All year 1 students are required to attend the Exhibitions of the year 2 students. This gives the year 1 students the opportunity to view and interact in the class discussions that follow. The organization for the exhibitions is to allow two individual exhibitions (10 +/- minutes) per class period followed by class discussion (10 +/- minutes). Class periods are 3 hours in length. By observing the Year 2 exhibitions, year 1 students obtain a very clear understanding about what is required. Viewing the exhibitions also should inspire students to chose their IA prompt and find real world images. 

*  November through April - Frequent references to the TOK Exhibition as we identify, discuss, and elaborated on IA prompts and Real World images in the realm of the TOK curriculum.  Students will have individual conferences with the TOK teacher on their progress.  
*   May - At the end of year 1, year 2 students will attend a gallery walk of year 1 student Exhibitions.  They will provide student’s feedback so year 1 students can revise their exhibitions before the end of the school year in June. 
TOK EXHIBITION Year 2 

· August - Year 2 students begin their fall semester with a reintroduction of the TOK Exhibition.  Students submit their exhibitions to the teacher for a one-time response and feedback.
· October – Exhibition days are established.  Student exhibitions are presented and submitted for final grade.


	TOK ESSAY Year 1

*  September - Basic requirements for the TOK Essay are outlined and when the current year 2 questions are released, the year 1 class is shown the

questions and a class discussion ensues.
*  October – May – References to the TOK Essay are made through out the year.

TOK ESSAY Year 2

*  September – When the six current TOK essay prompts are released, the class is split up into groups based on their question preference. They are to

unpack the questions and lead a group discussion with the intent of sparking interest in the questions. Students are asked to revisit and ponder the

questions over the next few week as to which one they would like to answer.

*  Late October – The essay prompts are revisited. The class is introduced to the TOK essay rubric, and exemplars to read and mock grade.

Requirements are clearly laid out and the TK/PPF form is given to each student.

*  Early November – Students are asked to commit to the prompt they feel they can answer best. 
*  Early December – Rough drafts are due and the class will partake in a peer review. Students will exchange essays and peer-edit each others papers based on the TOK Essay Rubric. Students will then be given time to amend their essays and return to class for a second round of peer editing. 

*  January - February – Students will conference one on one with the teacher, where the student will provide a final rough draft. Final electronic versions of the paper along with the TK/PPF form are submitted prior to March 1st.  


4. International mindedness

Every IB course should contribute to the development of international mindedness in students. As an example of how you would do this, choose one topic from your outline that would allow your students to analyse it from different cultural perspectives. Briefly explain the reason for your choice and what resources you will use to achieve this goal.

	Topic
	Contribution to the development of international mindedness (including resources you will use)

	Theme:  Language

 
	Some of the KQs we are going to focus on when discussing Language as a theme will be ‘How does language shape culture?’ The usual assumption before students start talking about languages is that languages are different in the sense that grammar is different and pronunciation is different but nothing more than that. So, the idea of interdependence of language and culture is usually something new for them. We will start by reading the article, 38 Wonderful Words With No English Equivalent, http://mentalfloss.com/article/50698/38-wonderful-foreign-words-we-could-use-english to discover and then build on the fact that there are some concepts in different languages that are not present in others. We will then formulate different hypotheses as to why this is so. Then we will read Speaking a Second Language May Change how you see the World https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2015/03/speaking-second-language-may-change-how-you-see-the-world and Two languages Offer Two 'Minds' for Bilinguals, https://medicalxpress.com/news/2015-03- languages- minds-bilinguals.html and discuss implications of this information. We will also talk about differences in body language between different cultures and discuss students’ personal experience and read https://www.businessinsider.com/body-language-around-the-world-2015-3 before writing an essay/create a video answering KQs students will get familiar with Sapir–Whorf hypothesis and the current attitude of experts to this idea.


5. Development of the IB learner profile

Through the course it is also expected that students will develop the attributes of the IB learner profile. As an example of how you would do this, choose one topic from your course outline and explain how the contents and related skills would pursue the development of any attribute(s) of the IB learner profile that you will identify. 
	Topic
	Contribution to the development of the attribute(s) of the IB learner profile

	Debate: To what extent ethical considerations should limit scientific research?


	Knowledgeable Without in-depth knowledge of what Ethics is, how Science works, of how experiments are conducted, of concrete examples from different countries of the cases when ethical considerations collide with the way scientific research is organized, it is impossible to develop understanding of and approach to this topic. Reflective Students will get a chance to reflect on the differences in their attitudes towards the question under discussion which will help them better understand their own ethical profile. Thinkers When preparing for the debate students will critically evaluate possible arguments and counterarguments, deciding on what strategy and examples to use in this debate.


6. Resources

Are instructional materials and other resources available in sufficient quality, quantity and variety to give effective support to the aims and methods of the courses? Will students have access to resources beyond the ones available at school? Briefly describe what plans are in place if changes are needed.

	TOK Textbooks, ted talks, PBS, Youtube videos, etc… are available and listed in the last column in the above outline.
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