Downtown Magnets High School

IB Special Education Needs Policy

DMHS School Community aims to inspire and empower all students to grow academically, emotionally, and socially in order to become productive citizens who serve others and meet the challenges of the 21st century. 
Consequently, the IBDP at DMHS is accessible to all students. There are no assessment pre-requisites to enter the DP.  Any student who fails their prerequisite courses is counseled to determine if the DP is the best pathway for the student’s high school graduation.  This is consistent with IB expectations for the DP, as stated in the Programme Standards and Practices (2014).
Definitions

An Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) is developed to provide supports to allow students with a disability identified under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to receive the specialized instruction and related services they require to access to all curricula provided on campus.

A 504 Plan is developed to provide supports to a child who has a disability identified under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to receive appropriate accommodations and modifications that will allow them to access all curricula provided on campus.

The Americans with Disabilities Act is a federal law that requires specific supports and structures to be in place to ensure physical access to buildings and fields on campus.

Diagnostic Evaluations for eligibility for services are conducted when a parent/guardian submits to school officials a request for such evaluation, and at intervals outlined in a student’s IEP or 504 Plan.
Any student who has an IEP/504 Plan or a private diagnostic evaluation is eligible for special arrangements with the school to assist the candidate during their preparation of work for assessment and in their written examinations.

Students are advised upon program entry of the rigorous program requirements to ensure appropriate placement and academic success.  In addition to employing teaching strategies that include differentiation for students with special needs and learning differences, students are also supported through special arrangements if necessary.

Special Education Instructor/Coordinator meets with special education students once per year to discuss their progress in each class, as well as manage each student’s IEP team, which also meets at least annually.  They work with students on organizational skills and study skills, completing progress reports and they hold re-evaluation meetings.  Additionally, they coordinate related services and inform teachers of students in their class who require accommodations/modifications. 
Students with special educational needs are encouraged to apply for IB Diploma Programme (DP) courses and are accepted after a discussion that includes the workload and expectations of the IBDP. 
The IB Coordinator is responsible for collating the necessary documentation from support agencies and the IBO regarding requests for special assessment arrangements.

Classroom Instructors at Downtown Magnets High School employ inclusive teaching techniques and design learning experiences that allow all students, including those who have special educational needs, to meet the rigorous standards of the Diploma Programme. Students are provided with opportunities to achieve these goals by participating in carefully constructed differentiated teaching strategies designed to maximize students’ potential and also allow the student to demonstrate learning in different ways. Resource Specialist Teachers and special education paraprofessionals provide some classroom support for students with special needs. All teachers have received professional development on differentiated instruction. 
Methods of differentiation employed by our faculty: 
( Grouping based on skill level 
( Grouping based on learning style 
( Scaffolding questions based on skill level
IB Assessment Practices are followed to meet the needs of and Special Education students.  Students may receive testing accommodations if they have an IEP or 504 Plan, or if they are decertified but retain their testing accommodations per district and parent agreement.  Testing accommodations support students in demonstrating their skills, knowledge, and abilities without being impacted by their disabilities.  
Testing accommodations include the following but are not limited to:  
· extended time 
· change of time organization (breaks/additional breaks)

· separate location

· location with minimal distraction

· preferential seating

· large type editions of tests

· directions read and reread aloud

· directions explained

· auditory amplification devices (e.g., FM Unit System)

· revised response format

· the use of assistive technology.

Teachers use these testing accommodations throughout the course so students are well-prepared for the format and expectations of their exit exams.
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